SRI PARASARA BHATTA
fflS LIFE AND DATE

All systems of philosophy bearing upon Vedic
authority draw their inspiration from the triple canonvical
texts {prasthanatraya}, namely, the Upamsad-s, the
Brahma-sutra-s and the Bhagavad-glta. Teachers like
Sankara; Bhaskara and Ramanuja and others interpreted
these texts in accordance with their own systems of
philosophy. As is well-known, the Visistadvaita system
which owes its inspiration and authority to the works
of earlier mystic saints like Nammalvar and Tirumangai
Alvar, and teachers Uke Nathamuni (C. 9th century) and
Yamunacarya (A.D. 918-1038) received a systematic
exposition and canonical interpretation from the great
Ramanujacarya (A.D.  1017-1137). The name

Visistadvaita is to be understood as the name of a system
which recognizes the "oneness" of the Supreme Being
who is qualified by the gross and subtle forms of the
sentient and insentient entities, at the two states of the
manifestation and dissolution of the universe.1 The concept
that the Lord is the Soul and that the world of men
and matter constitutes His body, has become one of
the cardinal tenets of this school.2 This system from
the religious standpoint is known as Srivaisnavism. This
term suggests the importance of Sri or Laksmi in this
school as the mother of entire creation and as the
inseparable and ever approachable, compassionate and
bountiful consort of the Lord. It is also to be noted
that Visistadvaita can be appreciated not merely as a
system of philosophy but as a synthetic and integrated